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Abstract 
 
Against the backdrop of the Swedish Government’s 2017 national strategy to promote a high level of 
digital competence, more and more school pupils have been provided with laptops (1.3 computers per 
pupil in 2018). One direct result of this development is that digital tools, including online translation 
tools (OTTs) are readily available to pupils. The imperative to transfer teaching from school to home, 
but in digital mode with the widescale outbreak of Covid 19, has only served to speed up this process. 
Indeed, the use of digital tools, as well as producing texts together with others, is otherwise actively 
encouraged by the Swedish syllabus for English as a foreign language. Hence this study (work-in-
progress) targets how pupils of English make use of OTTs (bi-/multilingual dictionaries and Google 
translate) in their digital collaborative writing tasks. The study applies multimodal conversation analysis 
to address: 1) how pupils use online translation tools to solve various issues in the writing process, and 
2) what opportunities arise for epistemic progression (i.e. knowledge gains; cf. Balaman & Sert 2017) 
and learning. The collection of sequences where pupils use OTTs comes from 32 hours of video-
recorded data from four Swedish upper-secondary schools. 
 
To date there are a number of studies on the use of OTTs in a range of languages in the foreign/second 
language classroom. Some survey students’ perceptions of these tools (e.g. Levy & Steel 2015; Bahri et 
al. 2016), some compare the outcome of tasks with or without OTTs (e.g. Kol et al. 2018; Fredholm 
2019), while others include observations with screen recordings (e.g. Chandra et al. 2018; Farzi 2018). 
In contrast, this micro-analytic study aims to examine the process of using OTTs by analysing actions 
on the screen accompanied by pupil talk. 
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