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Masteŕ s Programme in  
Applied Ethics, 60 ECTS Credits



A programme for you

 ▪ who are interested in 
ethical questions.

 ▪ who want to work with 
ethical issues in society. 

 ▪ who want to go into research 
in ethics and applied ethics.

What is your educational 
background?

 ▪ A philosopher who wants to 
work with ethical issues.

 ▪ A student of religious studies who 
wants to specialize in ethics.

 ▪ A teacher who wants to discuss 
ethics with the students.

 ▪ A political scientist who is 
interested in global justice.

 ▪ An economist who thinks 
that CSR matters.

 ▪ A nurse or doctor who cares 
for medical ethics.

What is applied ethics?
Modern societies face many new chal-
lenges. Globalisation raises questions 
of global justice, new technology in 
medicine have implications for deci-
sion making in healthcare concerning 
life and death, and climate change and 
environmental hazards challenge our 
responsibility for future generations. 
These are just some examples of ques-
tions dealt with within applied ethics.
Applied ethics is a growing, interdis-
ciplinary field studying ethical issues 
in different areas of society. It includes 
e.g. social and political ethics, medical 
ethics, bioethics, environmental ethics, 
business ethics, research ethics, ethics 
and technology and it also relates to 
different forms of professional ethics. 
Applied ethics has its disciplinary 
basis in moral philosophy and ethics 
but requires also area knowledge and 
cooperation with expertise in different 
fields of application. 

The courses are also offered as single-subject courses

MASTER´S PROGRAMME IN  
APPLIED ETHICS

Introduction to Advanced Academic Studies

Ethics and Migration

Environmental and Animal Ethics

Ethical Theory and Moral Practice
Biomedical Ethics

Social and Political Ethics

Master’s ThesisGlobalisation and Global Justice

AUTUMN SEMESTER SPRING SEMESTER

MASTER´S PROGRAMME IN APPLIED ETHICS



Why study applied ethics?
A master in applied ethics gives you 
a unique competence that is added to 
your professional or disciplinary educa-
tion. When working as nurse, teacher 
or economist, you are the one who is 
selected for dealing with ethical issues.

As a citizen or a colleague you daily 
confront ethical problems in society 
and work. Mastering applied ethics 
provides you with tools to structure the 
discussions and distinguish between 
good and bad arguments.

“An unexamined life is not worth 
living”. This expression attributed to 
Socrates tells us that competence in 
ethics helps us to a more meaningful 
life. 

An international programme
The programme started 2001 and 
recruits students from all over the 
world and our teachers have different 
countries of origin. Both Swedish and 
international students are welcome. 
We cooperate with the Master’s pro-
gramme at Utrecht University in the 
Netherlands and students may as part 
of the programme choose courses in 
Utrecht. We collaborate with aca-
demic institutions in e.g. South Africa, 
Uganda, Malaysia, Thailand, China, 
Japan, Germany, the United Kingdom 
and USA.



Who can take the programme?
You should have a Bachelor’s or profes-
sional degree. Documented knowledge 
of English equivalent to ”Engelska B”;  
or an internationally recognized test, 
e.g. TOEFL.

Courses and structure
The master’s programme gives both a 
broad overview of the field of applied 
ethics and possibilities to go into 
depth, in particular when working with 
the Master’s Thesis.

The Centre for Applied Ethics
The Centre for Applied Ethics (CTE) 
was founded in 1994. CTE is a multi-
disciplinary centre at Linköping Uni-
versity, Sweden, devoted to research 
and teaching in applied ethics. CTE 
acts as a meeting point for researchers 
and teachers who deal with applied 
ethics in various parts of the university. 
Applied ethics is a broad research area 
and CTE pursues research mainly in 
the following areas: political ethics and 
global justice, bioethics, ICT-ethics, 
research ethics, ethics and economy 
and the theory and method of applied 
ethics. The presidium of Societas 
Ethica (European Society for Research 
in Ethics) is placed at CTE 2011–2015.



type of programme: Master´s Level
degree: Master of Arts (60 credits)  
with a major in Applied Ethics
teaching language: English
rate of study: Full time
course start: Autumn

contact: Professor Göran Collste,  
goran.collste@liu.se 
website address: www.liu.se/applied-ethics
on facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/MasterInAppliedEthics

 

 

 



Here is what our students have 
said about the programme

David Sigurthórsson, Iceland:
“Given the state of world affairs, in 
terms of global business, politics, and 
questions of justice, in my view, this 
has to be one of the most practically 
relevant MA-programs available in this 
part of the world today ... and I have 
studied the options.”

Wilfred Onyekachi Aniago, Nigeria:
“The Masters programme in Applied 
Ethics at Linkopings University has 
offered me the opportunity to study 
and digest various moral theories and 
to appreciate the importance of an 
ethicist in every aspect of human life: 
Medicine, Politics, Business, Commu-
nication and Information Technology 
and on the global scale. The interac-
tive nature of the programme offers 
Students the opportunity to explore the 
various ethical alternatives to vexing 
moral problems. The international 
nature of the programme creates a 
forum for cross-cultural breeding of 
ideas among both the students and the 
professors.”



Ayeray Mirta Medina Bustos, Argentina:
“I would say that this programme is very interest-
ing in the sense that it enriches every student 
not only through the issues we work with but 
also through the way we do it and the possibility 
we have to share different cultures, traditions 
and points of view regarding ethics and moral 
topics. We learn a lot each day. The library 
facilities are very important to highlight as we 
have open access to plenty of journals, articles, 
e-books, etc. I am very glad I had the chance to 
join this programme.”

Lalaine Siruno, Philippines:
“Having studied philosophy as an undergradu-
ate student and understanding it not merely as 
a life of reflection but more importantly action, 
the Master in Applied Ethics program could not 
have been more suitable for me. The multidis-
ciplinary approach to the subject matter and 
the multi cultural background of the teachers 
and students are quite a challenge, but most 
welcome at that. My one-year enrolment in this 
program is bound to be the most productive pe-
riod of my academic life. Surely afterwards, I am 
going back home with new knowledge to share 
and a thirst for more.”

Shaiful ldzwan Shahidan, Malaysia:
“Having an opportunity to study under this 
program is an eye-opener for me, to be able 
to understand more about the situation and 
problems that we are facing today concerning 
the social and political realm. What fascinated 
most me was the ability to have an intellectual 
discourse from a multi-disciplinary approach 
throughout the course, since students are com-
ing from a various academic background and 
social settings. The conductive environment of 
the university is a bonus to the learning process 
and I am looking forward to coming back here.”



MORE INFORMATION

www.liu.se/applied-ethics


