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Social and Political Ethics, 7.5 ECTS Autumn 2018  
Basic Course (721G23), Advanced Course (721A49), Master’s Course (721A24) 
 
Textbook: Will Kymlicka, Contemporary Political Philosophy: An Introduction. 2nd edition. Oxford 
University Press 2001 (available at University bookstore).  
The compendium of additional readings will be made available on Lisam two weeks before the 
course start.  
 
Instructor: Lars Lindblom, CTE – lars.lindblom@liu.se  
 
Schedule Date 
Time  

 
Room  

 
Topic  

 
Readings/ 
Assignment  

 
Instruction  

11/10 10-12  Formgivning_1  Introduction: 
What is Political 
Philosophy?  

Kymlicka Ch. 1 
Brighouse #1  

Lecture  

 
12/10 10-12  

 
KY41 

 
Utilitarianism  

 
Kymlicka Ch.2 
Hampton  

 
Lecture  

 
16/10 10-12  

 
G35  

 
Liberal 
Egalitarianism  

 
Kymlicka 53-75 
Rawls, Cohen*  

 
Lecture  

 
18/10 13-15  

 
Formgivning_2  

 
Libertarianism 
and Self-
Ownership  

 
Kymlicka Ch. 4 
Nozick, Tomasi*  

 
Lecture  

 
19/10 15-17  
 
 
 
21/10  

 
Metodik_2  
 
 
 
11 pm  

 
Education: 
Opportunity and 
Resources  
 
Deadline  

 
Brighouse #2 
Lareau  
 
 
Response Paper  

 
Seminar  

 
22/10 10-12  

 
Formgivning_2  

 
Marxism  

 
Kymlicka Ch. 5 
Warren, 
Freeman*  

 
Lecture  

 
24/10 10-12  
 
 
25/10 13-15  
 
 
29/10 13-15 
 
 
31/10 13-15  
 
 
01/11 14-16  
 
11/11  

 
Formgivning_2  
 
 
Bildsal2  
 
 
Formgivning_2  
 
 
Formgivning_2  
 
 
Formgivning_1  
 
11 pm  

 
The Common 
Good  
 
Privacy and 
Security  
 
Feminism  
 
 
Media and 
Democracy  
 
Basic Income  
 
Deadline  

 
Kymlicka Ch. 6, 
Mill  
 
Doyle  
Omand  
 
Kymlicka Ch. 9 
Okin  
 
Coronel, 
Strömbäck  
 
Reeve, White  
 
Final Paper  

 
Lecture  
 
 
Seminar  
 
 
Lecture  
 
 
Lecture  
 
 
Seminar  

 
* suggested readings  
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Course Instructions  
Examination and Grading  
 
Response Paper %20  
Seminar Presentation %30  
Final Paper %50  
 
A: >92 points  
B: 92-84 points   
C: 84-76 points   
D: 76-68 points   
E: 68-60 points   
 
Grading Scale: ECTS – ABCDEFxF – <60 points Fail  
 
Seminars and Seminar Presentation  
 
All seminars are mandatory to attend. Please arrange your schedules accordingly.  
 
In the first lecture of the class, you will be placed in working groups (3-4 persons), and each group will be 
responsible for one seminar presentation. You are expected to prepare a 30 min presentation in which 
you will be asked to introduce and contextualize the seminar texts, state your point of view and open up a 
debate. You are also encouraged to present the implications of the arguments for some practical cases. 
Argumentative presentations are encouraged. Please try to be clear and manage your time accordingly. 
You will also be asked individually to provide a one page report on your presentation (till a week after 
your presentation). The report should summarize the key points of the whole presentation, your 
contribution, and what you would have contributed more or differently.  
 
Your performance and contribution will be assessed individually. A clear articulation in the presentation, 
a timely submitted report showing a sufficient understanding of the material and the presentation, and 
sufficient seminar participation will amount to receiving the full credit/grade in the assessment (%30).  
 
Response Paper  
 
This will be a short position paper, preferably concentrated on one issue alone. You can choose an 
argument, theory, assumption or a policy from the course readings assigned for the first four lectures; and 
you need to apply the following structure:  
 

- State your thesis, in relation with the argument, assumption, theory or policy you will 
argue for/against.  
- Provide a brief and precise summary of the related argument, assumption, theory or 
policy.  
- Present your arguments to defend your thesis.  
- Give one possible objection to your own thesis, and provide a counterargument to that 
possible objection.  

 
Length/Format: 600 words, 1.5 spaced, pdf.  
Deadline: Sunday 22/10, 11 pm  
Name your paper “B1 Your First Name.pdf” and email the pdf to larli38.liu@analys.urkund.se. 
Check your e-mail and make sure that you get the receipt of the submission by Urkund.  
I will assess your response paper based on the content, clarity and use of the sources.  
 
Final Paper  
 
This will be a long and an argumentative paper, concentrated on comparing different ethical accounts 
(Liberal Egalitarianism, Libertarianism, Communitarianism, Marxism and etc.) on a specific issue or policy 
(Education, Privacy, Exploitation, Property Rights and etc.). There are no assigned specific topics so it is 
expected from you to discuss your ideas for a topic with me. You need to discuss your topic at least five 
days before the deadline. In addition to that there are some structural requirements:  

mailto:larli38.liu@analys.urkund.se
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- You should start the final paper with a short “plan” in which you will provide the details 
about what you have selected for the paper, what you will do in the paper, in what order 
and how the parts are related with each other.  
- You need to demonstrate your knowledge of several parts of the course readings (when 
relevant). You should not write only about a single theory alone as some comparisons are a 
must.  
- The paper, to a very large degree, should include your own independent argumentation, 
interpretation and/or comparison. So a paper which mostly describes/summarizes the 
arguments from the assigned readings will be problematic. In order to score a high grade, 
the paper must include clear, detailed, precise and relevant independent argumentation.  

 
Length/Format: 2500 words, 1.5 spaced, pdf.  
Deadline: Friday 10/11, 11 pm  
Name your paper “B2 Your First Name.pdf” and email the pdf larli38.liu@analys.urkund.se.  
Check your e-mail and make sure that you get the receipt of the submission by Urkund.  
I will assess your final paper based on the content, structure/clarity, use of resources and originality.  
 
Plagiarism, Late Submissions and Lectures  
 
A paper that includes an instance of plagiarism will automatically receive a failing grade (F), and I will 
report all instances of plagiarism to the University’s disciplinary board. If you are not familiar with the use 
of academic resources, please contact me and/or check the University’s guidelines:  
(https://www.bibl.liu.se/plagiering-och-upphovsratt?l=en)  
 
Late submissions will receive no credit.  
 
Lecture attendance is not mandatory but strongly recommended. It is also expected from you to turn off 
your mobile phones during the lectures and seminars.  
 
Course Description and Course Aims  
 
The course focuses on ethical theories and relevant ethical problems within the field of social and political 
ethics. A central topic is the concept of social justice, its different interpretations, its connections to liberty, 
equality and culture, its justification and various suggestions for its implementation.  
On completion of the course, the students should be able to:  
 

- Account for concepts, theories and problems within the field of social and political ethics.  
- Account for basic knowledge of concepts, theories and problems within the discussion 
about human rights, justice and liberty.  
- Describe and critically examine ethical problems and arguments in the discussion about 
human rights, justice and liberty.  
- Express an open and critical attitude to positions and arguments.  

 
Text Compendium  
 
The assigned chapters from the textbook along with the readings in the text compendium (except the 
suggested ones) are the obligatory readings. In addition to the textbook, below you can find the readings 
for each class in a chronological order:  
 
Introduction  
 
Study Questions: What is political philosophy? What are the main concerns of contemporary political 
philosophy? What is the difference between a concept and a conception?  

- Brighouse, Harry. Justice. Cambridge: Polity, 2004: 1-30.  
 
Utilitarianism  
 
Study Questions: What are the main advantages and the main problems of utilitarianism in the realm of 
political philosophy? What are the different theories of welfare?  

mailto:larli38.liu@analys.urkund.se
https://www.bibl.liu.se/plagiering-och-upphovsratt?l=en
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- Hampton, Jean. Political Philosophy. Boulder: Westview, 1997: 123-133.  
 

Liberal Egalitarianism  

Study Questions: What is the Original Position? What function does it have in John Rawls’ argumentation? 
What are Rawls’ two principles of justice?  

- Rawls, John. A Theory of Justice. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1999: 6-18, 
52-56.  
- Cohen, Gerald A. "Where the Action Is: On the Site of Distributive Justice." Philosophy & 
Public Affairs 26/1, (1997): 3-30. (suggested)  

 
Libertarianism and Self-Ownership  
 
Study Questions: Do distributional patterns upset one’s liberty? What is the role of Will Chamberlain 
example in Nozick’s theory? Are there counter-intuitive implications of Nozick’s theory?  

- Nozick, Robert. “Moral constraints and distributive justice” in Sandel, M. (ed.) Liberalism 
and its Critics. Oxford: Blackwell, 1984: 100-122.  
- Tomasi, John. “Social Justice, Free Market Style.” Juncture - Institute for Public Policy 
Research, London. 19/1 (2012) (suggested)  

 
Education: Opportunity and Resources  
 
Study Questions: What is the difference in between equality of opportunity and equality of outcome? What 
are the implications of these different principles on education policies? To what extent the education 
policies should target social inequalities?  

- Brighouse, Harry. School Choice and Social Justice. New York: Oxford University Press, 
2003: 112-140.  
- Lareau, Annette. Unequal Childhoods: Class, Race, and Family Life. Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 2003: 14-32.  
 

Marxism  
 
Study Questions: What is the basis of the radical egalitarian critique of liberal egalitarianism? Do you think 
that exploitation and alienation are relevant to our contemporary societies? Is there a Marxist theory of 
justice that is distinctive and plausible?  

- Warren, Paul. "Should Marxists be Liberal Egalitarians?" The Journal of Political 
Philosophy 5/1 (1997): 47-68.  
- Freeman, Samuel (ed.) John Rawls: Lectures on the History of Political Philosophy. 
Cambridge: The Belknap Press, 2007: 335-353. (suggested)  
 

The Common Good & Privacy and Security  
 
Study Questions: What are the differences in between the liberal ideal of self and the communitarian idea 
of self? Should a state be neutral or promote the existing social practices, traditions and the shared 
understandings? Why do we value our privacy? What are the conditions, if any, under which our privacy 
should be limited?  

- Mill, John Stuart. On Liberty. 1895: Chapter 4.  
- Doyle, Tony. "Privacy and Perfect Voyeurism." Ethics and Information Technology 11 
(2009): 181-189.  
- Omand, David. “NSA leaks: how to make surveillance both ethical and effective” The 
Guardian, June 2013.  
 

Feminism  
 
Study Questions: What is the difference between sex and gender? What are the different approaches to the 
idea of sexual equality? How appealing is Susan Okin’s conception of gender and justice? Is liberalism 
male-biased?  

- Okin, Susan M. "The Family: Gender and Justice" in Clayton, M. and Williams, A. (eds.) 
Social Justice. Oxford: Blackwell, 2004: 203-217.  
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Media and Democracy  

Study Questions: To what extent media industries should be regulated? How to read mainstream media 
with an ethically informed outlook?  

- Coronel, Sheila. “Corruption and the watchdog role of the news media,” in Norris, P. (ed.) 
Public Sentinel: News Media and Governance Reform. Washington DC: World Bank 
Publications, 2010: 111–136.  
- Strömbäck, Jesper. “In Search of a Standard: four models of democracy and their 
normative implications for journalism." Journalism Studies 6/3 (2005): 331-345.  

 
Basic Income  
 
Study Questions: Is ‘Unconditional Basic Income’ (UBI) appealing and feasible? What are the different 
forms and justifications of UBI? What are the potential effects of UBI on individuals; their incentives to 
work, their social status, and their working conditions?  

- Reeve, Andrew. “Introduction,” in Reeve, A. and Williams, A. (eds.) Real Libertarianism 
Assessed. NY: Palgrave, 2003: 1-14.  
- White, Stuart. "Fair Reciprocity and Basic Income," in Reeve, A. and Williams, A. (eds.) 
Real Libertarianism Assessed. NY: Palgrave, 2003: 136-160.  


