
Globalisation and Global Justice, 7,5 ECTS 
Autumn 2020 
 
721A25 Globalisation and Global Justice, 721G24 Globalisation and Global Justice, basic 
course and 721A50 Globalisation and Global Justice, advanced course. 
 
Textboooks:  
Gillian Brock "Global Justice. A Cosmopolitan Account" 
Additional readings will be available in Lisam at course start. 
Master and advanced students in want of more material may also read John Rawls "The Law 
of Peoples" (available in Lisam). 
 
 
Instructor: Dr Elisabeth Furberg (elisabeth.furberg@liu.se) 
Guest lecturers: Dr Gaudence Nyirabikali, Prof Göran Collste 
 

We
ek 

Date Room Topic Reading/Assignment Instruction 

46 Mon 9/11, 
10.15 -11  

Zoom 
(live) 

Introduction to 
the course  

 Lecture 

  Recorded 
lecture 

Introduction: 
Global justice–
what are the 
issues? 

Brock Ch 1-3 
Basic students: (for some 
basic understanding of 
Rawls’ Theory of Justice): 
https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=n6k08C699zI 
 

Lecture 

  Recorded 
lecture 

A global theory of 
justice (Brock) 

Brock Ch 1-3 Lecture 

 Thur 
12/11,  
13.15 -15 
 

Zoom 
(live) 

Rawls, Brock and 
Pogge 

Brock Ch 1-3  
Pogge, "Global Justice: 
What are the 
Responsibilities of 
Citizens?": 
https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=0z2S4wY4kY
o 

Seminar 1 
(see 
instructions 
below) 

47 Fri 20/11 
10.15 -12  

Form 1, if 
Corona 
situation 
allows 
 
 
 

Groupwork: 
Global Justice in 
a climate crisis. 
 
Group 
presentation part 
1 
(See separate 
instructions). 

Brock Ch 5 
 
Schlosberg Climate 
Justice and Capabilities: 
A Framework for 
Adaptation Policy (In 
Lisam) Advanced and 
master students only. 

Groupwork 
seminar 2 
(see 
instructions 
below) 

mailto:elisabeth.furberg@liu.se
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n6k08C699zI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n6k08C699zI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0z2S4wY4kYo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0z2S4wY4kYo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0z2S4wY4kYo


 Fri 20/11 
13.15 -15 

walking 
seminar 
(Form 1, 
if Corona 
situation 
allows) 
 

The global vs the 
nation state and 
the argument 
from authentic 
democracy 

Brock Ch 4, 10, 11 
Michael Sandel: 
https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=foQXv99A9a
w 
 

Seminar 3 
(see 
instructions 
below) 

48 Wed 
25/11,  
10.15 -12 
 

Zoom Guest lecture: Dr 
Gaudence 
Nyirabikali 
Peacebuilding 
and Governance 
Expert 

Title: EU's Economic 
Partnership Agreements 
(EPA) and the persisting 
social justice dilemmas in 
ACP countries. 

Lecture 

 Wed 
26/11 
10.15-12 

Zoom Seminar: Dr 
Gaudence 
Nyirabikali 
continued 

Pogge: Eradicating 
systemic poverty (in 
Lisam) 

Guest 
Seminar 4  

49 Mon 
30/11,  
10.15 -12 

Zoom Guest lecture: 
Prof Göran 
Collste 

Collste: Restoring the 
dignity of the victims. Is 
global rectificatory 
justice feasible? (in 
Lisam) 

Lecture 

50 Mon 7/12, 
09.15 -12  
 

Zoom  Groupwork: 
Global Justice in 
a climate crisis. 
 
Group 
presentation part 
2 (see separate 
instructions). 

Presentation/discussion 
of group work. 
 

Groupwork 
seminar 5 
(see 
instructions 
below) 

 Wed  
9/12, 
08.00 

 The exam will be 
published in 
Lisam 

  

 16/12 
12.00 

 Deadline: 
Submission of 
exam  

  

 
 
 
Seminar 1, instructions 
 
Preparations: Before the seminar you should have read/viewed: 
 

• For basic students (Rawls’ Theory of Justice): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n6k08C699zI 

• Brock Ch 1-3  
• two recorded lectures (Introduction Globalisation and Global Theory) in Lisam  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=foQXv99A9aw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=foQXv99A9aw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=foQXv99A9aw


• Thomas Pogge’s lecture "Global Justice: What are the Responsibilities of Citizens?" 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0z2S4wY4kYo 

 
Prepare individual answers to the following questions (that will also be discussed during the 
seminar). Upload the answers in Lisam the day before the seminar. 
 

1. What are the main differences between the theory of justice that Rawls suggests for 
distributing social and democratic goods within the liberal-democratic nation state, 
and the theory he suggests should be applied to the global arena.  
 

2. Outline the main features of Gillian Brock’s theory of global justice. What are the 
main differences between her theory, the theory Rawls develops in The Law of 
Peoples, and the suggested Moellendorfian application of Rawls’ original principles? 
 

3. Brock argues from empirical studies that the delegates in her version of the original 
position would not go for something like the Rawlsian difference principle. Describe 
the empirical studies she refers to and compare them with the Veil of ignorance 
employed by Rawls in his original work. Does that comparison give us reason to 
question the way Brock uses the results to support her view? Motivate your answer. 
 

4. Compare Brock’s need based minimum floor principle with the duty of assistance 
that Rawls suggest we have towards the citizens in burdened societies. Do you think 
they would suggest different courses of action, or are they coextensive? Motivate 
your answer. 
 

5. Compare Moellendorf´s and Caney’s suggestions of how to apply the principle of 
equality of opportunity, and Brocks’ suggestion as to how we should solve the 
dilemma they represent. 
 

6. In his lecture, Pogge mentions that Human Rights are the very core of the global 
justice debate and has become “the lingua franca of international value discourse.” 
Brock, however, wants to fucus rather on needs and capabilities. Discuss whether 
you can think of any reason why it makes a difference how we chose to phrase the 
goals of global justice.  

 
 

Seminar 2, instructions 
 
Preparations: Before the seminar you should have read: 
 

• Brock Ch 5 
• Schlosberg Climate Justice and Capabilities: A Framework for Adaptation Policy (In 

Lisam) Advanced and master students only. 
 
The seminar will consist of groupwork presentations (part 1) and following discussion. See 
separate groupwork instructions. Prepare, in groups, a ppt presentation of your work. The 
presentation should not exceed 15 minutes.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0z2S4wY4kYo


Seminar 3, instructions 
 
Preparations: Before the seminar you should have read/viewed: 
 

• Brock Ch 4, 10, 11 
• Michael Sandel: Democracy and the Common Good: What do we Value? with 

Michael Sandel (2018) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=foQXv99A9aw 
 
Prepare individual answers to the following questions (that will also be discussed during the 
seminar). Upload the answers in Lisam the day before the seminar. 
 

1. Give a short summarized account of Helds’ model of “cosmopolitan democracy”. 
Why do Kymlicka believe that we should rather hold international institutions 
accountable “indirectly” (that is by debating at the national level how we want our 
national governments to act in intergovernmental contexts)? 
 

2. Why does Brock believe that Kymlicka’s argument about the importance of justice in 
comparison to participation (contra Sandel), reveals a flaw in his own argument 
against global democracy? 
 

3. In both Tamir’s and Miller’s arguments about our moral obligations nationality and 
identity play important roles. How? 
 

4. In chapter 11, Brock critically discusses five different arguments in favour of the view 
that we do have special moral obligations towards our co-nationals. Give a short 
account for the two arguments that you believe to be the weightiest (the best ones), 
and then discuss whether you think Brock is successful in her critique against them. 

 
 
Seminar 4, instructions 
Additional instructions may be added by Dr Gaudence Nyirabikali 
 
Preparations: Before the seminar you should have read: 
 

• Pogge: Eradicating systemic poverty (in Lisam) 
 
 
Seminar 5, instructions 
 
The seminar will consist of groupwork presentations (part 2) and following discussion. See 
separate groupwork instructions. Prepare, in groups, a ppt presentation of your work. The 
presentation should not exceed 15 minutes.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=foQXv99A9aw

